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February 13, 2008 
 
To:  Governor Ted Kulongoski 

Mike Carrier, Natural Resource Policy Advisor 
 
Oregon Federal Delegation: 

 Senator Gordon Smith  
 Senator Ron Wyden 
 Congressman Earl Blumenauer 

Congresswomen Darlene Hooley 
 

Oregon State Delegation: 
 Senator Kurt Schrader  

Representative Dave Hunt 
 Representative Linda Flores 

Representative Mike Schaufler 
Representative Vic Gilliam  

   
Clackamas County Board of Commissioners: 

 Lynn Peterson, Chair 
 Martha Schrader 
 Bill Kennemer  
  
Re:  Proposed Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facilities, pipeline in Clackamas County, the Mid 

Willamette Valley and Northwest Oregon. 
  
Dear Elected Officials: 
This letter is to express the concerns of Clackamas County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) 
for the proposed siting and construction of new LNG terminals and pipelines, along with the inclusion of 
a 3500 foot “multimodal” energy corridor within the Mt. Hood National Forest.  
 
Clackamas County SWCD is a Special District of the State and is governed by a seven member elected 
Board of Directors that represents the landowners and citizens of Clackamas County. Many District 
constituents have expressed to the Board their shock and disbelief over the real and perceived damage and 
degradation of our natural resources from the proposed installation of LNG facilities along the Columbia 
River and Oregon coast, along with the extensive pipeline systems, which will cut a horrific and unnatural 
swath across northwest Oregon and through Clackamas County, including 35 miles through the Mt. Hood 
National Forest.  
 
The following is a list of relevant agriculture and natural resource concerns for your consideration: 
  
1. Negative Impacts & Concerns Related To Agricultural Producers and Prime Farmland 

• Loss of crops from affected fields during and after installation will lead to farmers’ inabilities to 
fulfill long term contracts.   

• The destruction of existing and planned USDA-Farm Bill funded conservation projects on 
agriculture, nursery and forestland are designed to prevent erosion, stabilize hillsides prone to 
landslides, and reduce solar heating of fish-bearing streams. This proposed project is counter 
productive to the millions of dollars being invested in resource management.  
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• Damage to underground drainage, tiling, irrigation, and other necessary agricultural infrastructure 
will be severe and costly to replace/fix without adequate compensation. Drainage systems are 
especially difficult to repair correctly due to the precise gradient requirements. 

• The proposed installation of the pipeline(s) is in the same soil horizontal zone as agricultural 
infrastructure such as underground drainage and irrigation systems, preventing future 
installations.  

• The depth of the pipeline(s) would also prevent deep tillage operations in the pipeline easement 
and the further loss of the structured subsoil zone in the trench area would prevent the harvesting 
of vegetable and nursery crops during periods of excessive rainfall   

• The loss of opportunities to plant desired crops in the future due to restrictions placed by the gas 
companies. 

  
2. Negative Impacts and Concerns Related To Forestry and Fisheries 

• Building the pipeline over the coastal range and through the Mt. Hood National Forest will 
require the stripping of trees and vegetation, along a 120 foot construction easement, leveling 
roadbeds and digging trenches hundreds of miles long.  This soil disturbance can destabilize the 
rock & soil base making it prone to landslides during high rainfall events that can result in large 
amounts of sediment which will severely degrading fish bearing streams.  Recent landslides in 
Columbia County have heightened public awareness to the linkage between clear cutting and 
landslides.   

• The proposed pipeline will cross over 35 named streams and major rivers from Bradford to 
Molalla (i.e. Molalla River, Pudding River); most of the these streams and rivers have sensitive 
riparian habitat needs in addition to the development of TMDLs (Total Maximum Daily Loads) to 
meet Clean Water Act objectives for reducing water quality impairment.   

• In addition, the proposed pipeline will cross 14 named streams and rivers in the Mt. Hood 
National Forest including a “wet” crossing of the designated Wild and Scenic portion of the 
Clackamas River.  

  
3. Other Concerns About the LNG Proposals -   

• Agriculture, agriforesty, and nurseries form the backbone of being one of Clackamas County’s 
major traded sectors. Combined, there are over 7,700 farms and private small woodlands, ranking 
us number one in the State. The production value from these operations is also number one in the 
State. Siting the pipeline through eminent domain will put the burden of connectivity on the 
private lands of unwilling landowners. Adding the proposed federal lands siting of a 35-mile-
long, 3500-foot-wide, multimodal Energy Corridor within the Mt. Hood National Forest will 
further erode, not preserve, our natural resource based economy.    

• Permanent roads and clearing of forested easements will create unsupervised and unsecured 
access to over 35 miles of sensitive riparian and upland habitats to off-road vehicular use. The 
LNG pipeline contractors should pay an ongoing fee for maintenance and security expenses 
incurred by Counties and other agencies in managing these issues.  

• While the vast majority of citizens appear to be in opposition to the LNG pipeline and terminal 
project, it is also important to understand that a number of citizens and local governments may be 
in support of the proposed LNG facilities and it could certainly move forward.  We would request 
and urge you to consider additional language to the draft EIS that should center around meeting 
some very basic resource management concerns as detailed below: 

1. Producers are concerned about soil and crop limitations resulting from the pipeline. The 
ability to plant deep rooted crops, and the subsequent need to define “deep rooted”, must be 
understood and agreed to at the onset. Landowners should have the opportunity to negotiate 
the depth of the buried pipeline, to permit the growth of tree fruits and nuts.   

 
2. Small woodlot owners should be compensated for the future-market-value of the timber 

removed during construction of the pipeline.  Counties should be reimbursed for their loss 
of future revenues from timber harvest and severance taxes on these parcels.  
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3. One of the SWCD’s primary goals is to minimize soil erosion within the county. Some of 
the concerns regarding soil erosion include: 
o How soils are to be managed during excavation and returned to the pipeline trench? 
o How existing water pipes are fixed and inspected during construction? 
o How existing field drains are repaired and inspected during construction? 
Concerns regarding these matters may be alleviated by the advent of third party inspections 
through the projected construction zone. 

 
4. Invasive weeds can be spread by equipment that is not properly cleaned, and non-native 

weeds are an increasing problem in Clackamas County. Clackamas SWCD believes that a 
decontamination requirement be made for excavation machinery, and associated equipment 
from one site to the next.   Decontamination is especially critical for equipment that is 
being relocated from other states. 

 
5. When soils are disturbed by excavating and back fill operations, soil structure is 

permanently degraded; especially in uniform, well graded loam type soils, which are 
present along the proposed pipeline route. Operating construction equipment during wet 
weather further reduces soil permeability, thus when combined, all increase the potential 
for precipitation runoff and subsequent soil erosion. Land areas subject to the type of 
activities associated with pipeline construction are often visible 10, 50 or even 100 years 
later. Old roads are an example. Pipeline location, construction right-of-ways and 
construction schedules should minimize activities that cause negative impacts on the soil 
structure. 

 
6. Stipulate that the mitigation, restoration and weed abatement projects be monitored and 

maintained for a period of 10 years at the expense of the LNG pipeline contractors  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of the concerns expressed by, and to, the Clackamas County 
Soil and Water Conservation District. It is the general philosophy of the Clackamas SWCD to not 
advocate for, or against, public based actions, but to address the local resource concerns and identify 
solutions as a project moves forward through the proper political and public process. However, the 
proposed LNG project lacks the proper public involvement process and will degrade the natural resources 
and local natural resource based economy. Further, the proposed federal action has served to unify the 
County’s urban and rural citizenry and they seek your support and involvement to stop the LNG project 
from moving forward.    
 
Sincerely,  
 

Rick Gruen 
 
Rick Gruen, District Manager 
Clackamas County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Submitted on behalf of the Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Directors 
 
 
 cc: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 


