
A RESOLUTION OF THE BENTON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
 
WHEREAS, two LNG terminal ports, regasification and storage facilities are proposed for 
the lower Columbia River and one is planned for Coos Bay.  
 
WHEREAS, each of these terminals would include over 220 miles of high-pressure gas 
pipelines that would rip across sensitive wildlife habitats in Coos Bay and the Columbia 
Estuary, across thousands of Oregonian’s family farms and forestlands, and through 
important forest habitats including Mt. Hood. 
 
WHEREAS, numerous state agencies from Oregon Department of Environmental Quality to 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife have raised serious concerns about the projects’ 
impacts, and a diverse coalition of conservationists, farmers, commercial and sport 
fisherman, business leaders, private property rights advocates, and Native Americans are 
opposing one or more of these projects. 
 
WHEREAS, even one of these facilities would import twice as much gas as Oregon 
currently uses. If all three were approved it would increase Oregon’s gas imports by more 
than 500%.  
 
WHEREAS, the primary goal of the projects is to send gas to California, which has itself 
denied every LNG terminal that has been proposed to date because of LNG’s public safety 
and environmental impacts. 
 
WHEREAS, LNG keeps us dependent on foreign fossil fuels, thus providing a reason for 
continued wars spurred on by conflicts over fossil fuels. 
 
WHEREAS, LNG has a significant impact on global warming:  One port and regasification 
facility will increase Oregon’s greenhouse gas emissions by millions of tons per year.  
 
WHEREAS, these projects will cost billions, money that could be spent on clean, renewable 
energy, thus adversely impacting Oregon’s ability to achieve its goal of 25% renewable 
energy by 2025. 
 
WHEREAS, County Democratic Central Committees in Coos Bay, Klamath, Jackson, 
Douglas, Clatsop, Columbia, Josephine and Washington counties have all passed Resolutions 
and/or Platform Planks opposing LNG projects.   
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Therefore, we, the Benton County Democratic Central Committee, call upon Oregon 
Governor Ted Kulongoski, United States Senators Ron Wyden and Gordon Smith, United 
States Representatives Darlene Hooley and Peter DeFazio, Oregon State Senators Frank 
Morse and Gary George, and Oregon State Representatives Sara Gelser, Andy Olson and 
Brian Boquist to do everything in their power to stop the LNG import terminals in the 
State of Oregon. 


